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QUOTE 

CONEIDENTIAL KARACHI 2251 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: SECURITY/POLITICAL SITUATION IN KARACHI 

1 . CALL IT THE CURLEW OR CALL IT A HARTAL, KARACHI IS 
PARALYZED MAY 11. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS HALTED AND 
MOST SHOPS ARE CLOSED, WITH THE CITY BACK UNDER A DAYTIME 
CURFEW (0800 TO 1400 AND 1600 TO 2000). ATTENDANCE AT 
OEFICES IS POOR (LESS THAN 25 PERCENT AT THE CONSULATE 
GENERAL) AS IT IS ALSO AT EACTORIES. 

2. ABOUT MID-DAY MAY 10 PNA HANDBILLS AND LEAELETS 
BEGAN TO APPEAR IN THE MARKETS AND AT THE MOSQUES. 

THEY CALLED EOR A HARTAL MAY 1 1 TO PROTEST BHUTTO'S 
"TYRANNY" AND THE "ATROCITIES " COMMITTED BY THE POLICE AND 
THE ARMY IN SUPPORTING HIM. (WE UNDERSTAND SIMILAR 
NOTICES WERE CIRCULATED IN HYDERABAD BUT WE HAVE NO 
DIRECT CONEIRMATION OF THAT REPORT YET.) THE MARTIAL LAW 
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AUTHORITIES REACTED BY REIMPOSING A DAYTIME CURLEW EOR 
MAY 11. 

3. DEEIANCE OF THE CURLEW HAS BEEN MINOR AND SPORADIC 
SO PAR AS WE CAN DETERMINE AS OP LATE MORNING. THERE 
WERE SCATTERED REPORTS OP ATTEMPTS TOHDLOCK TRAPFIC IN 
LIQQUATABAD AND NAZIMABAD, AND OF VERBAL ABUSE AND 
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SOME STONES THROWN AT ARMY DETACHMENTS. PRIVATE 
VEHICLES ARE OPERATING WITHOUT APPARENT HINDRANCE. 

POLICE AND ARMY SENTRIES AND PATROLS ARE CONSPICUOUS 
IN THE CITY. OBSERVERS EXPECT A MORE PURPOSEFUL ATTEMPT 
TO CREATE DISTURBANCES DURING THE RELAXATION OE THE CURFEW 
BETWEEN 1400 AND 1600, BECAUSE THE PNA HANDBILLS URGED 
PEOPLE TO DEMONSTRATE DURING PERIODS THAT THE CURLEW 
WAS RELAXED. 

4. THE ANNOUNCEMENT OE THE MAY 1 1 HARAL WAS A QUICKIE, 
PRESUMABLY ISSUED WITHOUT PRIOR WARNING IN ORDER TO CATCH THE 
AUTHORITIES OFE BALANCE. HOWEVER, THE WORD HAD BEEN 
CIRCULATING EOR SEVERAL DAYS THAT THERE WOULD BE A HARTAL 
FRIDAY, MAY 13. SO FAR AS WE KNOW THAT EVENT IS STILL 

ON THE PNA CALENDAR, AND THERE IS WIDESPREAD SPECULATION 
THAT HARTAL CONDITIONS OR A HARAL-INSPIRED CURFEW WILL 
CRIPPLE THE CITY EOR THE REST OE THE WEEK. 

5. IT LOOKS AS IF THE PNA CAMPAIGN IN KARACHI IS BEGINNING 
TO REGAIN SOME OE ITS MOMENTUM, WHETHER BY PARTY DESIGN 
OR BY VIRTUE OE A RESURGENCE OE POPULAR INDIGNATION AT 
THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE ARMY. SOME OBSERVERS 
BELIEVE THE PRIME MINISTER MAY HAVE CARRIED HIS STALLING 
TACTICS IN NEGOTIATING WITH THE PNA A BIT TOO FAR 
THEREBY WEAKENING THE STRONGER POSITION HE SEEMED TO HAVE 
GAINED IN THE PAST TWO WEEKS. WE ALSO CONTINUE TO HEAR 
MOSTLY UNSPECIEIC BUT PERSISTENT REPORTS OP DISSATISPACTION 
AMONG ARMED PORCES OPPICERS WITH THEIR LEADERS' CONTINUED 
SUPPORT OF BHUTTO. THIS FEELING IS SAID TO BE PARTICULARLY 
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WIDESPREAD IN THE AIR FORCE BUT A STORY REACHING US TODAY 
ASSERTS THAT THREE (UNIDENTIPIED) ARMY BRIGADIERS IN THIS 
AREA HAVE RESIGNED IN PROTEST. A LETTER ENROUTE TO HOWIE 
SCHAPPER CITES A NUMBER OP OTHER REPORTED EPISODES OP 
THIS KIND. 

MOORE 

UNQUOTE 

CONSTABLE 
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